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There’s never enough energy to waste! Sustainable
business means contributing to an equitable and
ecologically maintainable economy. Basically, a
business who actively saves energy is making a
choice to help save our planet. Though saving
Earth may seem beyond the capabilities of a single
business, this brochure shows us that it is possible
to help make our world a better place, one light
bulb at a time. Saving energy means saving our way
of life, and sustainable businesses make our com-
munities better with every small change. Larimer
County, in association with the Governors Energy
Office, U.S. Department of Energy, Rocky Moun-

tain Institute and others are encouraging that you

and your business adopt GREEN 904‘5!
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l. Install water saving
devices in office

kitchens and restrooms

FACT: A leaky faucet can waste 4 liters of water a day!

Implement auto shut off sinks and toilets
These devices automatically reduce water

usage
Find one at your local hardware store

See more at www.watersavertech.com

4. Always buy

% recycled products

FACT: Each ton of recycled

paper can save 17 trees!

Saving trees improves air quality
Buy biodegradable silverware for break

room
e Ask your distributor about recycled paper

See more at www.greenpeople.org

2. Xeriscape- landscaping
that doesn't require a lot

of water

—

ACT: Xeriscape reduces landscape water by up to 60%!
Saves thousands of gallons of water per year

Reduces maintenance fees
Creates habitats for native vegetation

See more at www.xeriscape.org

5. Place recycling
containers near
garbage cans

FACT: Paper products make up 40% of trash!

e  Makes the decision to recycle easy

e Helps save the environment

e larger recycle bins and smaller garbage cans
to encourage recycling

See more at www.colorado-recycles.org

3.Be smart when
c——
= using water!!!

5~

FACT: For the price of 1 bottle of water, you could get

over 600 gallons of tap water in Northern Colorado!

Using glasses and pitchers of water saves

plastic
Fill up kitchen sink when doing dishes instead

of letting water run
Plastic water bottles can “leach” chemicals

into your water

See more tips at www.coloradowater.org

6. Be smart when
using paper!

FACT: Every Sunday, Americans
waste 90% of recyclable newspa-
pers, this wastes 500,000 trees!

e Pay bills via e-mail

e Subscribe to online newspapers and cancel
unused subscriptions

e Don’t print unless it’s necessary. When

printing is needed, always print double
sided

See more tips at www.fscus.org

7. Reduce your plug load

FACT: You can save over $50/ year by

unplugging unused devices!

e Plug loads refers to how much
electricity runs through “plugged in” devices

e  Reduce this by unplugging seldom used print-
ers and computers.

e  Use power strips to make turning off devices
quick and easy.

See more at www.responsiblenature.com

8. Dress appropriately
FACT: Air conditioning can raise your bill by 60%!

e Dress in layers \\\
e Wearing the proper attire

helps save energy cooling/

heating the office
e |t’s easier to warm/ cool your

body than the entire office!

See more at www.realgoods.com

9. Turn off the lights
FACT: CFL s | ast

®  Turn off lights in unoccupied rooms to
save electricity

®  Make the switch to energy saving,
longer lasting CFL light bulbs

®  Use LED lights for holiday decorations

See more at www.eartheasy.com

10. Getting to work
FACT: Carpooling saves an average of $3000/ year !

e Work out a carpooling plan
with coworkers / A"%ﬁ'
<

Bike to work Z
Take public transportation O ==

See more ideas at www.smarttrips.org



